ADDITIONAL RULES AND REGULATIONS
RELATING TO PROPERTIES1
ARC Rules and Regulations for
Landscaping2
Approved on August 24, 2020

ARAs are available from the WLCA website www.mywaterfordlakes.org or from the
WLCA office. External property improvement may not be started until the (1) homeowner submits Architectural
Review Application (ARA), (2) the local Neighborhood Architectural Review Committee (ARC), if applicable, and the
WLCA ARC approve the ARA, and (3) the homeowner receives a letter of approval from WLCA. If no response is
received from WLCA after 30 days have elapsed from the receipt date stamped by WLCA, the ARA application is
considered approved.

What These Rules and Regulations Cover:
These rules and regulations cover changes to existing landscape arrangements or materials except for the
replacement of annuals with new annuals (plants that complete their life cycles in one growing season). Covered
modifications include Florida friendly landscape, garden areas, ponds, non-living lawn objects, pathways, garden
borders such as poured concrete curbing, and lawn lighting.
Also see:
•

Rules and Regulations for Driveway, Walkway, and Entryway Modifications - for walkways that connect the
front door to the driveway or sidewalk, or street

•

Rules and Regulations for Fences - for living fences

•

Guidelines for Pergolas

•

Guidelines for Play Sets

Basic Information:
1. Applicants must comply with the present Rules and Regulations as well as any neighborhood HOA rules
and regulations or guidelines that apply to their project. If there are no neighborhood guidelines, WLCA
guidelines shall apply. For additional information, please see the WLCA Amended Declaration:
a. Article IX, Section 1-F, Weeds & Underbrush
b. Article IX, Section 1-K, Drainage
c. Article IX, Section 1-P, Maintenance of Landscaped Areas: “All landscaped areas (to the paved
right-of-way) shall be maintained in live, healthy and growing condition, properly watered and

1

The WLCA declaration, as amended from time to time (the current version of which will be referred to as the
“WLCA Declaration”), contains certain rules and regulations relating to properties that are subject to the WLCA
Declaration. The WLCA Declaration permits the board of directors to adopt additional rules and regulations relating
to properties that are subject to the WLCA Declaration. The present document reflects some of those additional
rules and regulations.
2 The requirements for Landscaping were formerly reflected in “ARC Guidelines for Florida Friendly Landscape”,
“ARC Guidelines for Garden Area and Fish/Koi Ponds”, “ARC Guidelines for Non-Living, Ornamental Objects in the
Yard,” and “ARC Guidelines for Poured Concrete Curbing and Lawn Lighting.” The requirements are now
contained in the present “ARC Rules and Regulations for Landscaping”.
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2.

3.

4.

5.
6.
7.

8.

9.

trimmed. Any planting of grass, shrubs, or trees which become dead or badly damaged shall be
replaced with similar, sound healthy plant materials.”
d. Article IX, Section 1-V, Trees
e. Article IX, Section 1-X, Lighting: “No exterior lighting fixtures shall be installed on any Unit without
adequate and proper shielding of fixtures. No lighting fixture shall be installed that may be or
become an annoyance or a nuisance to the residents of adjacent Units.”
f. Applicants should check for neighborhood HOA guidelines that apply to their project. If there are
no neighborhood guidelines, WLCA guidelines shall apply.
Definitions:
a. “Flag lots”, “corner lots”, “cul-de-sac lots”, “interior lots”, “key lots”, and “T-intersection lots” are
shown on an attached diagram.
b. For corner lots, the front yard is defined as the portion of property in front of the front door. The
back yard is defined as the side of the property opposite the front yard.
c. “Shrubs” are woody plants that are no taller than 15 feet at maturity.
d. A ”vegetable garden” is a plot of ground where herbs, fruits, flowers, or vegetables are cultivated
for human consumption.
e. A “flower garden” is a plot of ground where flowers are grown for decorative purposes. Flower
gardens include butterfly gardens.
f. A “rock garden” is a small field or plot of ground designed to feature and emphasize a variety of
rocks, stones, and boulders of varying heights.
g. “Permanent non-living decorative objects” include, but are not limited to, figurines, statues,
birdbaths, fountains, benches, flower pots larger than 12 x 12 x 12, and other types of stationary
ornamental objects. Temporary non-living decorative objects may be displayed for no more than
sixty (60) days.
h. A “garden border” is a permanent structure that separates a flower garden from the lawn or another
garden. Garden borders may be constructed with stacked paving stones or river rocks,
landscaping logs, or poured concrete.
i. A “pathway” is a flat decorative installation in the front lawn or side lawn of a house made of
pavers, stones, or concrete. Other pathways may be made of any durable material. Pathways do
not include walkways that connect the front door to the driveway, sidewalk, or street.
j. “Landscape Lighting” is permanent lighting that is not attached to the house. Holiday lights are not
included with lawn lighting.
Florida law requires that plantings including trees, shrubbery, and hedges shall not obstruct the vision of
motorists. “Any landscaping in the sight distance triangle (See attached sketch) should be low growing, and
should not be higher than 3 feet above the level of the intersecting street pavements. Tree overhangs
should be trimmed to at least 8 feet above the level of the intersections.” (Florida Green Book Chapter 16
Section C.2.c)
Trees, bushes, and other perennial plants have specific sunlight, nutrition, and irrigation requirements.
Some will grow significantly as they mature and can cause significant damage to structures, pipes,
driveways, and sidewalks as they grow. Shrubbery should be selected, located, and spaced based on size
at maturity to minimize crowding and trimming. Homeowners are encouraged to consult appropriate
professionals or other resources as they plan landscape projects.
Wood chips left behind after stump grinding will take nutrients from the soil and inhibit the growth of
anything planted on that site.
Call 811 and have utilities marked before digging in your yard; this is required by law.
Florida-Friendly Landscapes are permitted and encouraged but still subject to relevant Association
guidelines. The Florida Friendly Landscaping™ Guide to Plant Selection & Landscape Design is a
comprehensive publication by the University of Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences
(UF/IFAS). The table of contents for this publication is attached.
All landscaped areas (to the paved right-of-way) shall be maintained in live, healthy and growing condition,
properly watered and trimmed. Any planting of grass, shrubs, or trees which become dead or badly
damaged shall be replaced with similar, sound healthy plant materials.
All planned modifications should include consideration of all property lines and easements.
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10. For non-living lawn objects, pathways, garden borders, and poured concrete curbing, consideration should
be given to the compatibility of the color, material, scale, number, and types of objects with the residence
and landscaping.

Rules for Modifications:
General Rules:
11. A tree that is diseased or severely damaged must be removed, and a tree that is deemed to be a nuisance
(such as one that damages a driveway) may be removed. Tree stumps shall be removed below ground
level unless the homeowner demonstrates that stump removal is unworkable and provides alternative
remediation. Stump removal to a depth of at least 6 inches is recommended. Stumps can be removed
using grinding, chemical stump removal, excavation, or other safe methods. Wood chips shall be
completely removed and the area shall be re-landscaped.

12.
13.
14.
15.

The removed tree shall be replaced with either a sapling of the same or different species, or a
comparatively sized installation of live plant material. The replacement tree or plant material may be
placed anywhere on the property.
A hedge used as a fence (“living fence”) shall follow Fence Guidelines with respect to height, width, and
location.
Turf or live plant material must occupy at least 50% of land area in the front yard, where the land area
includes the land occupied by the driveway and walkways. No artificial or painted grass shall be allowed.
Shrubbery in front of a window shall not cover more than one half the height of the window.
No landscaping improvements are permitted in Orange County rights-of-way except for turf grass and
ground cover.

Rules for Garden Areas:
16. Vegetable Gardens must be in the back of property, with fences or living fences that shield the garden from
neighbors’ views. See Fence Guidelines.
17. Plants in a raised or ground level vegetable garden shall not be visible above the surrounding fence.
18. Flower and vegetable garden areas shall be maintained in live, healthy and growing condition and properly
watered during the growing season.
19. Dead or badly damaged plants shall be removed. Vegetables and plants shall not be left to rot.
Rules for Ponds:
20. A pond, such as a fish pond, must be in the back of property only and must not exceed 25% of available
backyard space.
21. Ponds cannot be more than 2 feet in depth and must be properly maintained.
22. Water in ponds and water features must include continually pumped circulation to prevent insect
infestation.
23. Ponds must be enclosed by fences that enclose either the pond itself or the entire yard. See Fence
Guidelines.
Rules for Non-Living Lawn Objects:
24. Guidelines for Non-Living Lawn Objects apply only to objects placed in the front yard.
25. Permanent non-living ornamental objects shall be limited to a maximum height of 36 inches and maximum
width and depth of 36 inches, except that benches may be 55 inches wide.
26. No more than nine (9) permanent non-living objects may be placed in the front yard and no more than three
(3) of those objects may be larger than 2 feet high by 2 feet wide by 2 feet deep. Flower pots smaller than
12 x 12 x 12 are not restricted,
27. Temporary holiday decorations may be installed forty (40) days prior to the date of the holiday and must be
removed no later than fifteen (15) days after the date of the holiday.
28. Artificial Flowers are only allowed within 5 feet of the front door or recessed entryway.
29. All Non-Living objects must be kept clean and in good repair; free of mold, mildew, and lichens.
30. Wildlife houses or feeders are not permitted in front yards.
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31. Ornamental objects designed to produce sounds are not permitted.
Rules for Pathways, Garden Borders, and Poured Concrete Curbing:
32. Garden borders and poured concrete curbing shall be less than 12 inches high, less than 10 inches wide,
an no longer than the garden.
33. Pathways may be no wider than 24 inches.
34. Pathways, concrete curbing and garden borders other than wood shall have a natural stone color. Colors
must be shades of red, brown, tan, or grey.
35. Wooden garden borders shall have a natural wood color.
Rules for Landscape Lighting:
36. Lights on the ground near walkways, driveways, or gardens may not exceed 24 inches in height.
37. Lamppost and associated light fixture shall not exceed an overall height of 7 feet. No more than four (4)
lampposts with light fixtures are permitted.
38. Floodlight may not shine on other people’s property.

What Is Needed for the Architectural Review Application:
39. Completed General Application.
40. Plat/Survey Plan showing locations and dimensions of modifications and additions.
41. Prospective sketch to include dimensions of area to be landscaped, a list of all plant materials to be
installed, and locations of modifications and additions.
42. Provide dimensions and type of construction for proposed pond.
43. Provide descriptions and pictures of non-living objects.
44. For pathways, garden borders, and concrete curbing, provide information about the materials to be used,
including name, size, layout pattern, color, finish, and sample color chips.
45. For lawn lighting, provide information on quantity, dimensions, and description of each light style as well as
pictures of the lights.

Sight Distance Triangle

Driver Sight Distance at an Intersection
(Adapted from a Diagram by the Florida Department of Transportation)
Sight Distance Triangles are the crosshatched areas bounded by roadway curbs and limits of clear sight. The
driver’s position is 14 feet 6 inches from the curb lane of the intersection roadway. Sight Distance Triangles define
areas that must be clear of obstructions to a motorist’s view of approaching traffic.
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The Florida Friendly Landscaping™ Guide to Plant Selection & Landscape Design – Contents
This comprehensive 116-page guide is available from the University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences (UF/IFAS) at https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/pdf/FYN_Plant_Selection_Guide_2015.pdf
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Types of Lots

Lot Types: F = Flag Lot, C = Corner Lot, CdS = Cul-de-sac Lot,
I = Interior Lot, K = Key Lot, T = T-Intersection Lot
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